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Dear sisters and brothers of the Salvatorian Family,

We as the international commission of JPIC-Salvatorian 
Family, have the pleasure of presenting to you this new pub-
lication about our solidarity with the suffering world, with 
a focus on Europe, in the context of the Jubilee celebration 
of Father Jordan.

We are so happy because we notice that our commitment 
to JPIC issues has grown. Many units are trying to respond 
to the needs of the people in several ways, but also, we are 
sure that many of us in our daily life, through small actions, 
are doing something in favor of life, protecting the life and 
rights of people and protecting nature too, with concrete ac-
tions.

We thank the general council members for their support of 
our initiatives and especially thanks to all sisters and brothers 
who are committed much more to JPIC topics, because the 
search for justice based on our own practices, the search for 
peace through our own Salvatorian life and everything that 
we are doing in favor of the planet, are evangelical values 
that should always inspire our life. They are not tasks, nor 
projects. They reflect a wonderful spirit that should always 
encourage us.

In this occasion, the brochure contains the experiences and 
JPIC-related efforts of the units in Europe, including the 
entire Salvatorian family in some places. We encourage again 
to use this publication in order to spread, share and com-
ment on these articles in the communities, but also with the 
groups with whom we work.

We present too some articles for our personal and commu-
nitarian reflection. One is about Fr. Pancratius Pfeiffer, Suc-
cessor to the Founder as Superior General. In the summary 
of his life we can read: “During the Nazi occupation of Rome 
in 1943 and 1944, Pfeiffer acted as an intermediary between 
Pope Pius XII and the German authorities. He managed to 
have many people released from prison and saved many lives.  

Every day he would visit Regina Coeli prison and another in 
Via Tasso, returning with a freed prisoner, also from among 
those who had been sentenced to death. He tried to help all peo-
ple, regardless of their religion or political views. His charitable 
attitude earned him the name of the Angel of Rome. He also 
made an important contribution towards saving some Italian 
towns from being bombed1.”   For us as a JPIC commission, 
we are thinking that deepening our reflection on the life of 
Fr. Pfeiffer, his life will inspire us to live in this spirit of sav-
ing life in many ways through our Salvatorian commitment, 
even through the testimony of many Salvatorians worldwide.

Other articles and information are useful for all of us. We 
hope that all of these resources – that we have in our hands 
and on our homepages – will be used for the development of 
our apostolates. And that so many people, through our kind-
ness and commitment, will know our Savior Jesus and want 
to love him and follow him. May God continue blessing our 
life and mission.

With much love and gratitude,

Rita, Yaneth and Juan

Members of the JPIC- Salvatorian Family 
International Commission

1. Visit the page “Great Salvatorians” on the website of the Society of the Divine Savior. http://www.sds.org/about-us/great- 
salvatorians/pancratius-pfeiffer

PRESENTATION
In solidarity with the situation in Europe
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Fr. Juan Carrasquilla O., SDS

Father Pancratius Pfeiffer,
Salvatorian Paradigm of Effort for Peace

In the JPIC commission of the Salvatorian family we have 
looked for a paradigmatic figure that can be a sign of hope 

for the Salvatorian male religious, the Salvatorian Sisters and 
the Lay Salvatorian in defense of life at all levels in our times. 
And after investigating, reading and reflecting on the life and 
work of Fr. Pancratius Pfeiffer SDS in the nine months of 
the German occupation of Rome, we decided to take his 
figure and work as an example and light for the Salvatorian 
family today.

Markus Pfeiffer was born on October 18, 1872, in Brunnen, 
Germany, and on March 21, 1889 he entered the Society of 
the Divine Savior taking the name of Pancratius. After his 
ordination on May 30, 1896, he stayed at the Mother-
house of the Salvatorians in Rome and was the private 
secretary of the Founder. In the First General Chapter 
of the Society of the Divine Savior he was elected Proc-
urator General and was in this service until 1915. He 
died on May 12, 1945 as a result of an accident, which 
took place on May 10 when he was crossing the street. 

Father Pancratius was always considered as an obser-
vant Salvatorian religious and always open to dialogue, 
and who found himself in this situation of the OCCU-
PATION BY THE GERMAN ARMY OF ROME on 
September 10, 1943, during the Second World War. 
An occupation that was one of the darkest and most 
difficult periods in the history of this city.

It is necessary to say a few words about this dark and 
sad time in the history of the city of Rome to help us 
understand the difficult historical context in which Fr. 
Pancratius moved diligently. On September 8, 1943 it 
had been made public the signing by Italy of the ar-
mistice with the Anglo-American army. King Vittorio 
Emanuele III, together with his family, had fled the 
city, taking refuge in the South in the city of Brindisi 
in Apulia. Rome had been abandoned without a head 
of state, without a head of government and without 
military leaders. The soldiers and carabinieri, along 
with many citizens of Rome, left alone, decided to 
do the only thing that was possible: to resist the Ger-
mans. Between 9 and 10 September 1943 the Romans 
fought against the Germans. The Resistance began and this 
resistance to the Nazi-German occupation was intense and 
bloody. The biggest clashes took place in Porta San Paolo, 
near the well-known Pyramid in the Ostiense neighbor-
hood. But, despite the fervor of this resistance, the lack of 
organization led to the defeat of the Romans, and the Ger-

mans occupied Rome. More than a thousand Romans died 
in this battle.

The months of September 9, 1943 to June 4, 1944 were hor-
rible months for Rome. The city was hit hard by hunger, by 
the raids of the German police who took all the Jews to send 
them to the concentration camps, and also by the bombing 
of American planes that sought to weaken the occupants.
Perhaps one of the episodes most remembered is the massa-
cre of the Ardeatine Graves, an action carried out on March 
24, 1944 by the Nazis in retaliation for an act of resistance 

by the Romans: 335 Italian civilians were brutally murdered 
in an area located near Via Appia Antica. The Resistance in 
Rome lasted for many months, and there were many heroic 
acts remembered to this day. There were many Romans who 
paid with death for their activity of resistance. The city was 
liberated by the Anglo-Americans on June 4, 1944. But the 

Fr. Pancratius Pfeiffer
rome, 1933
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war was not over yet: the battles, the executions, the terrible 
reprisals of the Nazis against the civilian population, contin-
ued in the Apennines and in the North of Italy.

This is where we find all the activity of Fr. Pancratius, Gen-
eral Superior of the Salvatorians, and who was an important 
intermediary between Pope Pius XII and the German au-
thorities in charge of the occupation of Rome. He succeeded 
in obtaining the Pope’s audience with high officials of the 
German army, negotiating and obtaining immunity for Ro-
man religious institutions and the liberation of anti-fascists 
who were prisoners. (1)

Father Pancratius saved many lives and many prisoners were 
able to leave prison thanks to his efforts. He visited the jails 
of Regina Coeli and Via Tasso every day, and very often re-
turned with a released prisoner, even among those who were 
sentenced to death. He tried to help everyone, regardless of 
their religious creeds or their political ideas. His attitude, full 
of charity, earned him the name “The Angel of Rome”.

Thanks to the influence of Pope Pius XII and the Secretary 
of State, the Vatican was able to save many Jews (2) (3). 
With good reason, Fr. Pancratius is called the “Schindler” 
of Rome, and to whom the same city has dedicated a small 
street that leads to the street of Via della Conciliazione. We 
could say that acting almost in the shadows he did a great job 
taking advantage of his friendship with his classmate from 
the first years of school, the Bavarian general Kurt Mälzer, 
commander of the Wehrmacht (4). It is not known exactly 
the number of the Jews hidden in the headquarters of the 
Salvatorians, on Via della Concilizione, but we know that 
many people were going to him to get news of their loved 
ones or achieve their release. 

“Thanks to his proverbial insight, it is estimated that only in 
the capitoline city he managed to save the lives of some 400 
people between hostages and prisoners who had already been 
condemned by the Germans, among whom we must count 
eight Hebrews who he managed to liberate a few minutes 
before their execution. Of the rest, also among the notes of 
Father Pfeiffer contained in his personal file (kept by the 
Society of the Divine Savior in Rome), the intervention of 
the Holy See for the sake of the Roman Hebrews has arisen 
in an incontrovertible manner, as a document dated October 
25, 1943, in which is the request for help in favor of Allegra 
Livoli and Vittoria Livoli in Sonnino, who, together with 
their children, who had been captured in the course of a 
tracking of the Ghetto (5)”.

In a memorandum of the following November 25, there is 
a request for help in favor of Rabbi Nachmann Freiberg, his 
sister and Ernesto della Riccia. This request is important be-
cause it is followed by another on November 28 in favor of 

Luigi Del Monte, and still another for Rita di Nepi in Ter-
racina with her sons Leonello and Marco, respectively one 
and three years, also these arrested on October 16, 1943 by 
the Nazis at Via Taranto 59. In this request for help, ap-
peared the names of those of Rita Nepi-Terracina: Cesira, 
Franca e Mirella; respectively twenty-six, eighteen and ten. 
Del Monte Luigi was Alfredo -we read in a letter sent to 
Fr. Pfeiffer - Israelite, merchant, married with two children, 
already resident in Naples, displaced in Lake Como (Villa 
Giuseppina, Moltrasio), was arrested together with his fa-
ther-in-law Giuseppe Levi and his brother-in-law Levi by 
German military in the third decade of October. First he was 
taken to the prisons of Como and then to Milan. The family 
begs the Holy Father to deign to intercede for the release of 
the arrested “(6).

Even after the attack on Via Rasella on March 23, 1944, at 
the request of the SS Colonel, Eugen Dollmann, Himmler’s 
agent in Rome, Father Pfeiffer tried in vain to speak with 
Herbert Kappler to persuade him with more gentle advice. 
(7).

If after the German withdrawal from Rome, the cities of Chi-
eti, L’Aquila, Orvieto and Ascoli Piceno were not bombed it 
is also due to this tenacious priest who managed to make 
them recognize them as hospital cities (Lazzareto). (8)

As the “Emissario di fiducia di Pio XII”, he worked in the 
assistance network for the persecuted, saved hundreds of 
Jewish families, intervened to stop the Nazi incursions in 
the ghetto of Rome, was decisive for the release of Giuliano 
Vassalli, already condemned to death by the Nazis.

Giuliano Vassalli, was a member of the central military junta 
of the CLN, which in January 1944 organized the escape of 
Sandro Pertini and Giuseppe Saragat from the Regina Coe-
li prison. He was captured in Rome by the Nazis in April 
1944, he was imprisoned and tortured in the Nazi prison in 
Via Tasso. Vassali himself tells the following: «My father was 
a friend of Francesco Pacelli, brother of Pope Pius XII; they 
had met during the work for the signing of the Concordat 
of 1929. On the evening of June 3, a German priest, Father 
Pancrazio Pfeiffer, met with me: I thought that the moment 
of execution had come; he was the priest who had obtained 
my liberation.” (9)

Vassalli, now free, arrived in a car with Vatican plaques to 
the headquarters of the Generalate of the Salvatorian Fathers 
in Via della Conciliazione. The next day, the allies entered 
Rome.

It is especially surprising to know how much the Holy See 
had done through Father Pancratius to save anti-fascist, so-
cialist and communist politicians. In the lists of resistance 



published by Enzo Piscitelli in the History of the Roman 
Resistance (1965), the names of 45 people were represented 
by the Holy See, including Bruno Buozzi, Giacomo Mattei, 
Leo Ginzburg, Giuseppe Lo Presti, Enzo Malatesta, Gian-
franco Mattei, General Angelo Oddone, Mario Sbardelli, 
Carlo Scalera, Stefano Siglienti and Antonello Trombadori. 
Some of them survived, others were killed.

Among the letters of Father Pancratius was also found a per-
mit granted by the German army Feldgericht authorizing 
him to visit Aladdin Govoni in Regina Coeli. At the bottom 
of the page, a note is added: “For the interest of the Holy 
Father”. Govoni, son of the well-known poet, was a commu-
nist. On April 15, 1944, the Secretary of State asked Father 
Pancratius to intervene on behalf of Mario Segré, his wife 
and son detained on April 5. There is also a letter in favor 
of Segré by Monsignor Angelo Mercati who worked in the 
Vatican Archives. The mission of saving life of Fr. Pancratius 
in this dark period of the Second World War, and specifi-
cally during the German occupation of the city of Rome, be-
comes for each member of the Salvatorian family a paradigm 
and an unmistakable example.

Our mission as lay Salvatorians, Salvatorian Sisters, and Sal-
vatorian Fathers and Brothers, according to the charism of 
Father Jordan and the work of Fr. Pancratius, is to defend life 

in all its manifestations, regardless of the religious or political 
creed. Jesus, the Savior, came to announce to us and bring 
us Eternal Life in abundance (Jn 10:10) “... I have come that 
they may have life, and that they may have it in abundance” 
(Jn 17:3) “And this is eternal life: that they know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”

Notes
1. Padre Pancrazio Pfeiff er: un generale senza armi
2. Peter van Meijl: Pater Pancratius Pfeiff er SDS und sein Einsatz 

für die Juden während der Deutschen Besatzung in Rom (1943-
1944). [Hrsg.: Österreichische Provinz der Salvatorianer, Wien]. 
Wien, 2007, 154 S.

3. n Agenzia Fides 12/5/2005 - righe 21; parole 315
4. E. Dollmann, Roma nazista 1937-1943. Un protagonista della 

storia racconta, Trad. Zingarelli Italo , Editore: Rizzoli, Collana: 
Superbur , 2002

5. Giovanni Preziosi, La lista di Pfeiff er, in L’Osservatore Romano, 
16 ottobre 2011, pag. 5.

6. Giovanni Preziosi, La lista di Pfeiff er, in L’Osservatore Romano, 
16 ottobre 2011, pag. 5.

7. in E. Dollmann, op.cit.
8. Prof. Dr. Stefan Samerski dell’Università di Monaco di Baviera in 

“Padre Pancrazio Pfeiff er: un generale senza armi”, un Salvato-
riano in missione per l’umanità durante l’occupazione tedesca a 
Roma”

9. in “L’attimo fuggente”. Intervista di Matteo Lopresti

8     Salvatorian Solidarity with the European Realitiy



Salvatorian Solidarity with European Realitiy     9

Ms. Rita Van Olmen, (ICDS)

Challenges for Lay Salvatorians  
in the new Europe after migration

T  wenty years ago, Europe was about 90% white and 
99% Christian. A lot has changed in recent years. 

Europe was faced with migration from Africa and Asia. 
This became a problem, especially in recent years, and 
reached a climax with the rise of ISIS. Since 2013, mi-
grants have crossed the Mediterranean in rickety boats, 
driven by hunger and war. These refugees come mainly 
from the Middle East and North and Central Africa. 

Many of them apply for asylum, as a result of which the 
government becomes overburdened and many people 
stay in the European Union without an official residence 
permit, they are severely limited in their freedom of move-
ment and action. Therefore, they are in the first time de-
pendent on help for their daily needs. This assistance is 
mainly provided by non-governmental organizations and 
volunteers.

Where do all these people come from?
Most of the refugees come from the Middle East and 
North and Central Africa. The main causes can be found 
in the Egyptian revolution, the Libyan revolution, the Ma-
lian civil war and the Syrian civil war. From 2014 there is 
also the threat of ISIS. 

Many pay their last cents to smugglers who exploit them 
and often they even get killed in the process. Most of 
them arrive on Italian soil via the Mediterranean Sea and 
then travel through the European Union. Later an escape 
route from Syria through Hungary and Greece was also 
created. People often are packed in trucks for days, 
where they are treated inhumanly. 

Millions of refugees are currently being received across 
the EU. Everywhere, reception centers have been set up 
by the governments of the various countries, but often 
this is not enough.

Many centers are co-led by volunteers. Here we have a 
first task for us, Lay Salvatorians. Yet this is not enough. 
A large proportion of the refugees want to go to Great 
Britain. This creates camps near Calais in France where 
they try to cross the canal illegally.

Based on a few figures we can show that the difficulties 
are enormous. Approximately 220,000 refugees arrived in 
Europe in 2014 and by 2015 there were already around 
1,320,000. Even now, the influx still continues, albeit to 
a lesser extent. In 2017, arrived 171.635 migrants in Eu-
rope. Compared with 2016, they were reduced in 53%.

This large stream of refugees and migrants leads to fear, 
frustration and negativism among the European popula-
tion. Together with the flood of refugees, terrorists also 
infiltrate Europe. They have already caused various at-
tacks in different countries across Europe and this scares 
the people. Often these terrorists are put on a par with the 
many refugees who really need help. 

There are, however, even more reasons why most people 
are skeptical and reluctant in the face of the recent mi-
grants. One of the points that encourages this reticence 
is the mindset that they are all Muslims and want to con-
vert all of Europe to Islam. Nothing is less true. A nice 
proof of this is the fact that the first thing the refugees in 
Calais founded was an improvised church.

The working population of Europe is also afraid of com-
petition on the labor market. “They take our work “ is 
a frequently heard comment. There are also complains 
about the fact that migrants are given too much for free. 
Here we talk about free housing, a living wage and so on.

Some European population does not understand how 
the migrants contribute very well to the life in Europe and 
how they bring the own wealth and make life easier with 
their work. Fortunately, children are color blind to racism 
and we can hope that this will remain the same in their 
later life. 

Nevertheless, a lot of help is also offered. Human rights 
organizations such as Amnesty International, Oxfam 
Novib and Doctors without Borders try to provide as 
much help as possible, but this is apparently not enough. 
So all kinds of volunteer organizations try to make a dif-
ference.

What can we, Lay Salvatorians, contribute to making the 
lives of these millions of refugees livable? Of course we 
cannot all stand on the barricade, but as our founder said, 
we can do our best in the place where we live and work. 
We can join an existing volunteer organization or, as a 
Salvatorian Family, organize events that provide some 
help.

More important, however, is to change the opinion of the 
man in the street by expressing our opinion and this in 
the first of all by giving an example ourselves by treating 
migrants as equals. This is necessary in order to bring 
peace, that our Pope so often emphasizes, in our own 
environment.

As a conclusion, we can state that to welcome, protect 
and integrate immigrants and refugees is part of the life 
of every real Salvatorian, following the example of our 
Savior. We must never forget that every person is equal 
and unique and equally important in the eyes of God and 
so also in our eyes!
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The current war situation, so critical and complex in today’s 
world, as well as other situations and changing realities, urge 
us to make a serious reflection on our commitment and re-
ligious lifestyle based on the values of the Gospel. These in-
spire the experience of justice, peace and the care of creation, 
on the basis of a radical discipleship of Jesus the Savior, the 
Galilean itinerant prophet who split in two the history of the 
world and opted for the abandoned and discarded of history 
at a social and religious level.

This reflection leads us to consider our consecration as men 
and women who have made the free profession of the vows, 
who have made a particular choice of life and by the sharing 
of our spirituality, our dreams, ideals and apostolic commit-
ment based on the question: How to live the following of 
Jesus of Nazareth adequately and faithfully in today’s world, 
as seen from the perspective of JPIC? The answer to this 
question gives us without a doubt a new image of religious 
life. This is why community life and the vows need to be 
rethought based on the mission in this spirit of JPIC.

We face the challenge of a re-interpretation, of a    re-con-
ception of the following of Jesus of Nazareth. How can we 
respond as Jesus did, in a world where injustice and violence 
grow without measure? What commitment is to be assumed 
as followers of the Prophet of Nazareth in light of our planet 
where human beings and the environment are being de-
stroyed? We are called to witness quality relationships with 
God, with people and with all creation. Religious life today 
needs to be inculturated in different contexts so as to be a 
SIGN in the midst of the situation of a world immersed 
in conflicts and besieged by violence in all its forms against 
human beings and against our shared home.  This is to say 
nothing about the great number of daily conflicts between 
those of us who call ourselves followers of Jesus.

Let’s try a quick biblical approach: The Old and the New 
Testament have many examples, on the one hand, of the 
infidelity, injustices and violence of the people; and on the 
other, persevering God’s love, compassion and saving justice. 
And at the same time several texts include the constant in-
vitation of God to a change of heart. One of the strongest 
invitations is found in Micah 6: “I ask you this, and only 
this: love with tenderness, act with justice, walk humbly 
with your God.” (Micah 6:8)
The world is full of injustices, wars and violence, much more 
numerous, varied, horrendous, disastrous, and much more 
sophisticated than those of the seventh century BC (the time 

of Micah). As consecrated men and women we are invited to 
live our religious life based on the call to love with tenderness 
(chastity), to act with justice (poverty) and to walk humbly 
with our God (obedience). It is not the number of norms 
and practices that will help us to be a SIGN in today’s world, 
but: (1) the quality of relationships that manifest the same 
tenderness of a loving Father, who cares for his sons and 
daughters and of the compassionate and merciful Jesus; (2) 
the quality of relationships that express the biblical concept 
of justice; and (3) an evangelical impotence. The Gospel of 
Mark is considered the “Gospel of discipleship” and offers 
us a new vision of our consecration by means of the vows.

Love with tenderness: (chastity = just relationships) Jesus’ 
relationships show compassion: Mark 1:41 he had compas-
sion on him ... Mark 2:23-28. Mark     3:1-6: saving life is 
more important than the law ... Mark 8:2; Mk 12:28-34: 
loving your neighbor is worth more than all burnt offerings 
and sacrifices…”

Implications for our vow of chastity in the current con-
text: Review our relationships with all people without ex-
clusions; promote dignified and respectful treatment in all 
relationships; loving with tenderness means that we need to 
let compassion “preside over” all relationships; to discern at 
each moment the difference between what promotes “Jesus 
as life in abundance” and what this life takes away.

Act with justice: (Poverty = Option for the poor and liv-
ing with the minimum and necessary). Jesus lived simply: 
Mark 2:15-17: Opt for the poor and marginalized... (Mk 
6:34-44; Mk 10:17-31; Mk 11:15-19; Mk 12:41-44).

Implications for our vow of poverty today: To relate to all 
without exclusion, and especially with the poor and margin-
alized as Jesus did. To include everyone in our concerns and 
give priority to certain ones. In Mt. 25 Jesus says that we find 
God in the images of all the crucified in history: those who 
suffer hunger or thirst, in homeless people, in those without 
clothing, in those who are sick and in those who rot mor-
ally and socially in prisons. Live with the minimum. Mov-
ing from a concept of development based on good living, 
possession and accumulation to a concept of development 
based on improving the quality of life and environmental 
sustainability. Promote the spirituality of what is necessary 
in order to make daily choices and ask ourselves daily: Do I 
need that? Is it necessary for my life and my work?

Walk humbly with your God: (Obedience = a just rela-
tionship with God and with people helps discernment) 
Jesus’ main concern was to realize the plan of love of the 
Father. (Mk 3:35; Mk 4:11; Mk 7: 24-30) Jesus is allowed 
to be questioned by a foreigner, a Syro-Phoenician: his 
courage and humility help him to re-conceive his mission.              

Fr. Juan Carrasquilla O., SDS

Religious Life in the Spirit 
of Justice, Peace 

and the Care of Creation
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Mk 9:33-37: called to be humble. Mk 9: 38-41: accept eve-
ryone who work for the same cause. Mark 9:34, Mark 10: 
43-44: true leadership is to serve, not to be served …

Implications today for our vow of obedience: Common 
discernment of the common good, not of my own well-be-
ing. Search with others the Will of God. Let us challenge 
and impact everyday events. Have the ability to work as a 
team and to be able to collaborate with others. Liberate our-
selves from our selfish tendencies, to control and dominate, 
avoiding dirty games of power. Acquire / deepen the correct 
and just attitudes of leadership.

The community: Mk 3:13: “He chose twelve to accompany 
him” ... In an environment where individualism, self-cen-
teredness and a strong tendency to independence are tearing 
apart COMMON LIFE, putting everything in common, 
that which Jesus proposed to Our world, we deepen the con-
cept of community as a value. This is simply loving relation-
ships, just, based on a relationship with God, with others 
and with oneself. The greatest testimony we can give is to 
love one another, as Jesus and the Father love us. “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another, as 
I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” (Jn 13:34-35).

It is in community that we progressively learn to love with 
tenderness, without exclusion “the sisters and brothers that 
God gives us.” As disciples and committed disciples of Jesus, 
we are called today to inclusion, no matter how difficult or 
demanding it may be to live with certain people, nationali-
ties, cultures, mentalities, age, groups, etc. We learn to ex-
perience the joy of forgiving and being forgiven. Walking 
humbly with our God includes the call to discern, to seek 
His Will together with people and through events. In com-
munity, we grow in the art of dialogue, through daily strug-
gles and misunderstandings and we can learn from others 
the path of humility, the path traced first by Jesus.

Prayer as a community and in community: “And they 
persevered in the doctrine of the apostles, in communion 
with one another, in the breaking of bread and in prayers.  
All those who believed were together, and had all things in 
common; And continuing daily with one accord in the tem-
ple, and breaking bread in the houses, they ate together with 
gladness and simplicity of heart.” (Acts 2:42.46).   What has 
been said about the Vows and the Community is a process 
of becoming ... and this process has greater energy in and 
through prayer, which is the greatest force in the world ac-
cording to Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. 

The WORD shared in community is a source of revelation 
of the Father and the Son. When we pray in community 
with people who share the same charism and the same vi-
sion, we grow as a Eucharistic community. That is to say 
that as a community we make bread broken and shared for 
others and for the world. Prayer, community and mission are 
integrally related. The secret lies in building and cultivating 
prayer, community and mission together, with an eye on the 
situation and the hopes of the poor in the world today. We 
cannot concentrate on ourselves and lose sight of the reality 
that cries out to us.

For all this, a new theology of religious life based on JPIC 
calls for a new vocabulary and new attitudes. We must pro-
claim to the world that we make the vows in order to love 
with tenderness, to act with justice and to humbly obey God 
in community and in view of the mission. And for this rea-
son we say YES: to life, to truth, to nonviolence, to dialogue 
and to sharing; to the elimination of barriers between indi-
viduals and peoples; to the construction of a society without 
domination, where injustice is denounced, competitiveness 
and exclusion; and to respect for Creation. And we say NO: 
to violence, to discrimination, to consumerism, to the mo-
nopoly of land and material goods.

Let us have the courage to review our lifestyle and our eco-
nomic choices at a personal, community and congregational 
level to ensure that they are consistent with our apostolic 
orientations. Let us choose to enter a new life and life-pro-
moting relationships, peace and nonviolence, with the deter-
mination to open ourselves to others and be sensitive to the 
cry of the exploited and impoverished, while entering into 
the culture of peace and nonviolence.

An important aspect for the Salvatorian family, is how to 
include this important and vital aspect of JPIC in our for-
mation processes. It is there that we really learn how to be 
Salvatorian men and women to assume this complex present 
and to live committed in the spirit of justice, peace and care 
of creation, starting with small things in our personal and 
community life. The rest will be given to us in addition.
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Isidoor Mathijs, 

President of the Belgian Lay Salvatorians

The Salvatorian Family 
in the Belgian Province

the Salvatorian Family in Belgium is composed by fa-
thers and brothers of the Salvatorian Society, sisters 

of the Salvatorian Congregation and Lay Salvatorians. The 
members meet each other frequently in different activities 
and committees. One of those committees is the Commit-
tee for Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation. Her members 
organize in different ways activities to catch attention for 
problems and situations about these themes in our environ-
ment as well as in the world. The following articles would 
illustrate some of those themes.

Activities of the JPIC committee 
of the Belgian Salvatorian Family 

 Ghislaine Vrancken

The Commission was founded in 2007 by Sr. An Vandor-
mael at the request of the Generalate. In 2011, the commit-
tee merged with the core group of the MAC, the Mission 
Animation Committee. The 3 branches of the salvatorian 
family are involved: Sr. Maya Verdonck, Sr. Maria Van-
hamel, Fr. Gerry Gregoor, Fr.  Piet Cuijpers, Ms. Ghislaine 
Vrancken and Mrs. Antoinette Stevens.

First of all, we try to promote and live justice, peace and 
integrity of creation in our own lives. We have contacts with 
other organizations who try to promote the same issues such 
as the Belgian welfare organizations for people in Belgium 
and abroad and Pax Christi. 

What we read or hear we chare with the whole Salvatori-
an Family by giving pricks each time we come together. In 
that way we had an action against child soldiers called “Red 
hands”, an action to being friendly to all we meet and living 
peacefully together.

We selected some poems about war and peace and brought 
for the whole family with the cooperation of some of our 
Lay Salvatorians. We handed out peace candles in a celebra-
tion and bicycle tickets for better air by less cars. We held po-
litical writing actions, spread a reflection leaflet in the peace 
week and took attention to social security.

During our liturgy we provided appropriate lectures, prayers 
and songs with a brief explanation in advance and handed 
out a symbol with interpretation. We talked about water as 
a precious commodity. Visited a social employment organi-
zation with testimony of an employee. We calculated our 
ecological footprint, worked with a story with the theme 

“Peace and friendship editing”. We had a game about fa-
mous people who contributed to justice and peace. Once in 
a year we spend an afternoon inviting the whole family. For 
the annual theme “Creation”, four members provided the 
“Creation and ecology” component from the creation story.
•	 What is ecology?
•	 Why goes wrong?
•	 The Sabbath as an ecological aspect  

of the creation story.
•	 How can we grow in eco-spirituality?

We also provided a day with testimonies about and with ref-
ugees, violence in the family, St. Vincentius for the poor in 
our area, Francis of Assisi and forgiveness and reconciliation.

Some activities of the Salvatorian Family brought in some 
money for projects in Congo and the Philippines and for the 
refugees and the poor here in Belgium. We had a Cheese and 
Wine evening, a dinner with world cuisine and art sales and 
several times an evocation with singing, poetry and images 
in the time between Easter and Pentecost which we called 
“Come and See”.

Personally, we have become more alert to the current issues 
in our own environment and worldwide. The small actions 
penetrate and are appreciated. Contacts with other groups, 
being aware of their operation and their methodologies are 
necessary. Every year, a deeper input on the annual theme of 
the formation of the Salvatorian Family is desirable in order 
to transcend the low-threshold pricks.

We need to continue to work for raising awareness among 
members of the Salvatorian Family and the community in 
which we live. Attention to personal training remains im-
portant.

The Salvatorian Aid Action 
and Development Aid

 Fr. Gerry Gregoor, SDS

Director of the Salvatorian Aid Action and Development Aid

In 1963 Fr. Bernardinus Palmans, the provincial superior of 
the Belgian Province, visited his young brothers in their new 
mission of Caracas, the capital of Venezuela. After a visit to 
the slums and barrio’s he was so impressed by the poverty 
and the distressing misery. When he returned to Belgium 
he decided to do something about it immediately. He asked 
his colleague, P. Frans Driesen, an eventful man who always 
worked hard, also for the missions, to set up an organization 
that could offer help to combat poverty in Caracas.
P. Frans Driesen established the Salvatorian Aid Action 
quickly. He deliberately chose the name “Salvatorian” be-
cause it corresponds to the ideas of our founder, Fr. Fran-
cis Jordan. After all, Salvator means Savior, healer, helper. 
Thanks to the large number of benefactors and donations, 
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the Salvatorian Aid Action was able to quickly help other 
missionaries around the world. Her objective is still: sup-
porting projects of missionaries, development assistants, 
local churches and NGOs in developing countries in the 
South, for the benefit of the local population. In this way, 
the Salvatorian Aid Action and Development Aid hopes to 
contribute to a structural improvement of the lot and social 
empowerment of the poorest. It does this from the evangeli-
cal spirit and the spiritual heritage of Fr. Francis Jordan. The 
guiding principle of the Salvatorian Aid Action is to show 
the actual love of Christ among the people.

The Salvatorian Aid Action and Development Aid is there-
fore open to everyone in her mission. No one, no population 
group may be excluded for reasons of origin, nationality, 
language, culture, religion, social status or other modes. By 
supporting projects in the South, the Salvatorian Aid Action 
wants to contribute to the salvation and liberation of people 
and thus pay attention to the brokenness that needs healing, 
recovery and development.

In concrete terms, the Salvatorian Aid Action does this by 
raising funds from its benefactors via its info sheet and the 
Salvatorian Development Assistance through the collection 
of second hand textiles, which is resold to sorting companies. 
The proceeds of these funds support small-scale projects 
such as a well for potable water, solar panels for a dispensary, 
furnishing a classroom, literacy courses for women, support-
ing agricultural projects, supporting Salvatorian formation 
houses in the South, etc.

In addition, the Salvatorian Aid Action has also her financial 
child adoption. Over a hundred adoptive parents in Belgium 
and the Netherlands support orphans, street children or dis-
abled children in the Third World through their monthly 
contribution. All this with the intention that people get out 
of their poverty and thus grow to independence.

Through her good contacts with missionaries, lay assistants, 
indigenous priests and sisters, the Salvatorian Aid Action 
keeps her informed through her quarterly information mag-
azine and website, benefactors, friends and sympathizers. 
Because it is precisely through their contribution and sym-
pathy that the Salvatorian Aid Action and Development Aid 
can realize this beautiful work of salvation and liberation.

Missionary Accent in the Belgian Province 
of the Society

Fr. Piet Cuijpers, SDS

Provincial Superior of the Belgian Province 

It took the Belgian Province a long time to arrive in a situ-
ation of booming vocations. Only in the 1950’s and 1960’s 
finally, the Society’s secondary school at Hamont produced 

a big number of vocations. Already in 1948 a member of 
the province left his home country as a missionary to China. 
After the closing of the China mission in 1952 he went to 
Brazil where he worked for 35 years. Obviously, in times 
without internet or even television, the example of a young 
father leaving for China, must have made a big impression in 
the hearts and minds of the many young adolescents. 

The Belgian Province in 1954 accepted the responsibility for 
a mission in Congo and in 1963 took the new mission in 
Venezuela from the Colombian Province (who founded it 
in 1956). Only after that the province initiated additional 
apostolates and communities in its own home territory. Fi-
nally, it started a mission community in Suriname in 1981. 
Since the 1950’s in average a quarter of the members of the 
province were and still are serving in the missions or abroad 
(in 2018: 13 out of 50). On top of that, many other mem-
bers in the province went for some years to gain mission ex-
perience e.g. for a pastoral regency. Apart from that unique 
percentage of members involved in the mission effort of the 
Society, two other features about the province’s mission ef-
forts are worthwhile to be highlighted. They also have their 
importance for the area of JPIC.

1. Constant and lifelong commitment: most of the Belgian 
Salvatorian missionaries have committed their entire life 
to the people and the mission they left their home country 
for. It seems the Belgian Province is the unit with the high-
est number of missionaries, which have worked 50 years or 
more in their respective missions. Such commitment is the 
necessary condition for a real enculturation. If one only en-
gages in another country, another language and culture, for a 
limited period of time, one will never really “arrive” and will 
never fully enter the heart of the people.

2. Social initiatives: looking to the lives of our missionar-
ies and perceiving what they actually did over a time span 
of more than 60 years, one element comes to the surface. 
In all mission activities conducted by Belgian missionaries, 
social initiatives were front and center. Mission apparently 
never consisted only of pastoral or sacramental care. Like-
wise, it never was limited to building churches and the local 
Christian community only. Mission always included educa-
tion, schools, care for poor, elderly care, health care, income 
generating initiatives for the local people, setting up coop-
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eratives, providing necessary means for life including even 
and up to building a hydro-electrical plant. Never has this 
been a conscious policy or a consciously developed mission-
ary approach, but nevertheless does it mount up to a mission 
method. 

In the wake of the Last Judgment, as pictured by Saint Mat-
thew in chapter 25 of his gospel, we are convinced that 
salvation is not obtained by pastoral care only and remains 
incomplete without social initiatives. Without any problem 
one could continue the line of the gospel: “I was sick and 
you visited my, I was naked and you clothed me...”, read-
ing “I was illiterate and you educated me...”, filling in any 
other social action. In other words: pastoral action is social, 
and social action is pastoral. Testimony to this vision is also 
the Salvatorian Relief Action, which is the Belgian Province’s 
own little NGO to help finance and support local, small, 
concrete and social projects in developing countries, of di-
rect benefit to the local population. Since 55 years the signa-
ture of the Belgian Province on its missionary involvement!

Initiatives of the Belgian Salvatorian Sisters regarding 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation

 Sr. Sonja Vaneygen, SDS

Since November 2016, at the request of Refugee Platform 
Genk, the sisters have been accommodating a refugee Fam-
ily in the monastery: father, mother and their 6-year-old 
son. Since the family really came to live in the convent 
part, it was necessary to get all sisters in line and make 
good arrangements with the family. Both parents were ‘ex-
hausted’ and so we started filing a regularization request. 
Meanwhile, mum and son have a residence permit for  
1 year. We are still waiting full of hope and courage for a 
good outcome in the dad’s file.

In the meantime, we, monastic community and family live 
together in harmony. It is an enriching experience for all 
parties. The family live as a family because they have sepa-
rate rooms at their disposal and the sisters can form com-
munity in their own way. In cloisters, gardens and chap-
els our roads cross regularly and there is a lot of shared 
joy, especially through the spontaneous and enthusiastic 
contacts with a very lively child who demands everyone’s  

attention and keeps everyone agile and alert. As soon as all 
papers are in order, we as a community, will help ensure that 
the family can live independently. Furthermore, we offer 
financial support to many local organizations in Belgium 
that are committed to justice, peace and integrity of creation 
both in Belgium and abroad.

We are also actively involved in financing various fundrais-
ing projects of our own Congregation and Society, especially 
in Asia, Africa and Central America. This is done in consul-
tation with the Generalate in Rome.

In 2017 we supported projects in countries such as Sri Lan-
ka, India, Pakistan, Philippines, Guatemala, Tanzania and 
Kenya, both with the sisters and the fathers. 

We also have sisters who are devoted to vulnerable people in 
their apostolate. Since 1 year, a Belgian fellow sister in Aus-
tria is active in a project against human trafficking by the aid 
organization Solwodi - Solidarity with Women in Distress.

In our country, we actively campaign against poverty through 
voluntary work at the welfare organization Sint-Vincentius, 
particularly with regard to food support for the underprivi-
leged. 

We are also committed to pilgrims and people who need 
a conversation. We make visits at home and in the rest 
home. Through our hospitals and our rest home we care 
for good and quality life for the sick and the elderly. We 
make time for young people who stay in our student house. 
We also provide confirmation and baptismal catechesis and 
are actively working on a people’s program for everyone 
who wants to participate, including disadvantaged young  
people.

In short, as a Salvatorian Family, we try to bring ‘salvation’ to 
all the people we meet during our way in life.
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Sr. Brigitte Thalhammer, SDS

Commitment for Refugees
AUSTRIAN PROVINCE

During our Provincial Chapter 2015 the question came up, 
how Salvatorian Sisters could help refugees in Austria. At 
that time, we already decided to make a small apartment 
available to a young Russian woman. As the father of her 
daughter is from Africa, she became victim of racism and 
discrimination in Russia. As we did not want to cancel the 
rent-contract for another small apartment, at least the rent 
should be used for helping refugees. The respective amount 
is sent to the Jesuit’s Refugee-Aid.  

In the course of 2015 the situation of refugees became even 
more dramatic. For various reasons, thousands and thou-
sands of persons arrived through the so-called Balkan Route, 
and about 90,000 refugees remained in Austria. At that pe-
riod, it was truly emotional and impressive how the Austrian 
population was ready to help. As a community, we too rec-
ognized our desire to strengthen our engagement. However, 
we were concerned how to commit ourselves in a positive 
way for the good of these people through: courses in Ger-
man, accompaniment to the authorities and further help. At 
the same time a project was initiated in our parish, where the 
responsible persons were searching for an apartment, which 
we could offer them. Thus we started a fruitful collaboration. 
Of our six guest-rooms in the so-called personnel home, we 
decided to offer at first only two rooms. The day after this 
decision, Rania, a Christian woman from Syria arrived with 
her adult children:  Bashar (22) and Christina (19). How-
ever, the requests continued by a young woman from Iran, 
another one from Afghanistan – and again a woman from 

Iran. All of them came to us: 8 out of 90.000! This is a small 
number, but we wanted to help exactly these eight persons 
to begin a new life and find a new homeland.

At the beginning communication was complicated, but we 
were able to quickly create a deep relationship! 

Above all I remember our first Christmas together. The Gos-
pel was read in German, Farsi and Arabic. Thus human be-
ings were together, who had lost so much – above all their 
homeland, but not their faith! We could feel how much they 
were filled with confidence in their God. And suddenly I 
remembered the events of the Holy Night in a new different 
way. Mary and Joseph, too, had lost very much - Jesus was 
born into deep poverty – and the Holy Family had to flee 
to Egypt. However, in the middle of such need and poverty, 
God can be found! 

In the meantime, Rania’s husband came from Syria to join 
his family. And now they live together in their own home. 
Meanwhile the women from Iran and Afghanistan were 
baptized. To accompany them on their way was a true gift.  
However, since October 2015, one of them is still awaiting 
her interview, necessary to be granted political asylum.  

It remains our task to encourage and accompany them on 
their search of employment and their true arrival in Austria, 
their new home country!

campaign against human 
trafficking at Michaelerplatz, 
vienna 1

February 8, 2018
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SALVATORIAN FAMILY
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation

Trade with the product ‘person’ booms! An unjust issue 
which is spread worldwide, a criminal network which has 
grown to a branch of industry with turnovers by billion 
heights. How much sense makes there a local engagement 
against a global crime?

As a Salvatorian Sister in Upper-Austria, the third largest 
state of Austria, I started this initiative together with the for-
mer province governor, Dr. Josef Pühringer. A courageous 
enterprise, as the governor meant! Yes, this was and is it still 
so. The first step was clear: It needs basic information and 
sensibility for this topic which is a bitter reality for millions 
of people. Because, what is no topic doesn’t exist!  But, how-
ever, is a small, unknown initiative with its concern heard in 
a region? Thus was my plan to take up first contact with re-
sponsible people on political and church level, as well as with 
the executive and contacts to NGO’s to start a conversation.

The knowledge state was very different – up to big astonish-
ment about the magnitude and drama. The opinion of ‘that 

is not possible’ was also perceptible throughout! With us, 
nevertheless, not! Human trafficking happens for the pur-
pose of exploitation; this is the sole interest! 

The fact, that the esteem of people is injured massively, is 
obvious! There is also one of the basic concerns: People, who 
are humiliated, exploited and often degraded, need the ob-
servation and engagement and a courageous initiative!

How can human esteem be protected, demanded and guar-
anteed? Only declarations of human rights and laws can’t 
manage that.

To raise the voice and vouch in a prophetic way is essential in 
this field of problems! That is specially: enter into controver-
sial discussions, particularly if it is about the sexual exploita-
tion (not only), but mainly of women. Many still take the 
view, a woman who prostitutes herself, makes it under all 
circumstances voluntarily! Compulsive prostitution is not a 
single fate and also not solved individually. Thus I see it as 
our duty to raise the topic of the system prostitution which 
is connected with human trafficking and bring it in the pub-
lic discourse as a first step, together with a small team and 
the participation of Sr. Patricia Erber, SDS.

We took up the initiative in Upper-Austria with three panel 
discussions and put the focus every year on October 18, the 
European day against human trafficking, to another themat-

The Initiative “Active against human trafficking – active for 

human dignity in Upper-Austria” was founded by Sr. Maria 

Schlackl, SDS, in 2014.

Sr. Maria Schlackl, SDS, dur-
ing the opening celebration of the 
third Great event under the theme: 
responsible Political and economic 
 action on Dignity – Human 
BeinGS – StoP trafficKinG.
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ic main focus. So we want to support the people to grow 
watchfully for this phenomenon of exploitation – also in 
their surroundings.

Men – do you perceive your responsibility?
In the team are also male religious, one is a Marianist, to 
whom particularly the “man’s work” is important. To take 
men in the responsibility – how does this go? This is a hot 
potato which we won’t leave blank and want to begin above 
all on the consciousness education.

Preventive education, for it we would still like to find mul-
tipliers or link up ourselves with existing educational pro-
grams. We gained good experience with a theatrical project: 
‘Veal’, a program which brings human trafficking on the 
stage and about 1000 schoolgirls and students have dealt 
with it and their teachers in 2017. So, also small initiatives 
can grow and move something! I would like to encourage 
in addition!

SOLWODI Association/Austria
 Sr. Patricia Erber, SDS

in the framework of the SoLWoDi association/
austria, the austrian Salvatorian sisters are engaged 
for the good of those women who became victims of 
 human trafficking and forced prostitution.

SOLWODI /Austria (Solidarity with women in distress) was 
founded in 2012. This foundation was initiated by Sr. Pa-
tricia Erber SDS, and six different communities of religious 
women have assumed responsibilities in the association.

In Vienna and Innsbruck, SOLWODI offers a protected 
home for 9 or 5 women respectively, with the possibility to 
accept children, too. Moreover, there is also a separate ad-
visory center for women, where first dialogues and later on  

(after having left the protected home) further accompani-
ment are taking place. Our advisory center in Vienna is situ-
ated in the Provincial House of the Salvatorian Sisters. Like 
this we are sharing some space and life with these women.  
In the protected homes a night and day service is granted by 
religious and lay members. In total, 11 members from vari-
ous religious communities are collaborating on a voluntary 
or fulltime basis. 
 
From where are the women cared for by SOLWODI?
Extreme poverty and emergency situations, but also false 
promises and the hope of a better life, are convincing women 
to leave their home countries. Because of financial depend-
ency, exploitation of their impotence, threats and application 
of psychological and physical violence, women are forced to 
accept abusive relationships and collaboration contracts or 
even prostitution – thus robbing them of their freedom and 
dignity and promoting human trafficking, forced prostitu-
tion and the violation of human rights. 
 
Austria is considered a country of transition, but also a point 
of arrival for the sexual abuse of women and girls. More than 
90% of the prostitutes in Austria are from foreign countries, 
such as: Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Slo-
vakia, Nigeria and China. Extreme poverty in their home 
countries, violence in their families, lack of scholastic and 
professional formation, high unemployment etc. are only 
some reasons for young women to seek “rich” foreign coun-
tries, so that they become easily victims of ‘pimps’ and hu-
man traffickers. 

The scope of our help of these women is … 
To offer assistance to them through brief interventions in 
critical moments, as well as long or medium advisory pro-
cesses; to accompany them to regain psychological stability, 
and reinforcement of their self-estimate; to support develop-
ment of new life perspectives; and to contribute to taking 
autonomous decisions. 

Public Work, Conscientiousness-Building, Networking …
Further to our concrete work with women and children in the protected home 
and the advisory unit, public work is our big scope. Thus we participate in and 
organize various events, conferences and seminars. We are going into schools 
and parishes in order to create conscientiousness and sensitivity in our society, 
in political and ecclesiastical circles for the life situation of the victims of human 
trafficking, forced prostitution, abuse and violence.  

On February 8, 2018, a joint event, in collaboration with various NGOI’s,  
as well as other initiatives took place on the World Prayer Day against Human 
Trafficking in the Salvatorian Parish St. Michael in Vienna.
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International Meeting of the Salvatorian Sisters in Vienna
On August 36, 2017, 11 Sisters from 9 different countries met in Vienna. Further to the visit of the protected home 
and the advisory unit of SOLWODI in Vienna and some further informative sharing, exchange of experience was the 
score of this meeting. All the participants felt that during the past two years after our congregationwide meeting 
in Rome 2015, there was a remarkable growth of conscientiousness and commitment in our battle against human 
trafficking, which is one of our main activities.

Sr. Erika Moser, Sr. AnneMarie Dierick and Sr. Patricia Erber, who were responsible for the organization of our 
meeting in Vienna, are looking forward to the continuation of this precious networking initiative.

SOLWODI Association in Hungary
Sr. Erika Moser, SDS

Sr. Erika Moser SDS from Budapest was one of the initiators 
of a new inter congregational project helping women and 
children and diminish their vulnerability to abuse situations 
and to protect victims of domestic violence and human traf-
ficking: the SOLWODI Hungary Association.

From its official registration she is the vice -president of the 
SOLWODI and also working for the Association (proving 
pastoral counseling and awareness raising activities.)

Another important feature is that the Congregation of the 
Salvatorian Sisters offered an office for SOLWODI Hungary 
in the Sisters’ house in Budapest.

A project born from a three-year long reflection of a small 
group of religious sisters from Hungary, by that time it was 
called Sarah / Sára Team - mainly from international congre-
gations who have already join in this ministry in different 
European countries  whose aims are at one hand awareness 
raising within Catholic Church, focusing on religious con-
gregations whose wide-range ministries reach out different 
levels of the Hungarian society, and on the other hand net-
working different Christian and civil organizations and dif-
ferent NGO’s .

The SOLWODI Hungary Association is still in the pro-
cess of formation, its official registration was in June 2017, 
so its actual goals are developing its inner structures, and 
inner formation through seminars and workshops and  
networking.
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The Star

Some of the SOLWODI projects:

1. Organizing the yearly prayer day on the feast of Saint 
Bakhita Josephine (8th February) 
A prayer Evening with Eucharistic celebration and testimo-
nies/ presentation on the topic is held in the Jesuit Church 
in Budapest - also providing prayer material for those, 
who are willing to join in this prayer throughout Hungary 
(mostly religious congregation, but also parishes).

2. Collecting Christmas presents for women forced into 
prostitution in collaboration with different street ministries 
from Hungary.
In December 2016 The Anonymous Ways Foundation con-
tacted the Sára Team asking their help in their Christmas 
Present Campaign. So the team heard the call to connect 
the female religious congregations with these mistreated 
sisters of us on the streets: 25 female congregations offered 
a Christmas present and prayer support. So in December 
2017 SOLWODI Hungary repeated this campaign which 
is a unique way of awareness raising. 

3. Awareness raising workshop for religious congregations
In the spring of 2017 SOLWODI Hungary received an 
invitation from the Franciscan Brothers in Hungary for a 
workshop on human trafficking, focusing on Hungarian is-
sues. That Spirit-filled experience was the starting point of a 
new project: offering workshops for religious on this topic. 
With the help of the Conference of Hungarian Female and 
Male Superiors, SOLWODI Hungary received four invita-
tions in the forthcoming 6 months from different female 
congregations.

We are very grateful for prayer support, so we kindly invite 
the readers and the members of the Salvatorian Family to 
pray for this new ministry. May it be a tool of God’s heal-
ing love and integrity.  

Since 2006 Vienna Red Cross has been running facilities 
for homeless people on behalf of the Social Fund of Vienna 
(Fonds Soziales Wien). The Counseling and Day Care Centre  
“The Star “(Das Stern) at the Praterstern, where I have been 
working as a deputy director since March 2017, has be-
longed to these facilities since 2015.

The area of the Praterstern is one of the largest and most 
important traffic junctions of the city of Vienna. At the same 
time, a large part of the Parterstern is occupied by the amuse-
ment and recreation park of the city, which has become a 
meeting place for many people, both Austrians and tourists 
alike. At the same time, however, the Praterstern is associated 
with violence, crime, drugs, refugees, homeless people and is 
therefore considered as one of the social hot spots of the city. 

The target group of the Counseling and Day Care Centre 
“The Star” are adult homeless people, women and men, who 
use the Paratestern as their place of residence. These people 
are considered as a “disruptive factor” of the aesthetics of the 
public space. Because of their precarious life situations, they 
are often pushed to the margins of the society, and are classi-
fied and stigmatized as “dangerous” and “unwanted”!

What the Counseling and Day Care Centre “The Star” and 
its twenty-one-person team of social workers and caregivers 
offer to these people is first and foremost a place to stay, or 
more specifically a day room, where they can stay from 8 am 
to 8 pm. In addition to the basic services, such as cooking 
facilities, possibility to wash clothes, the Centre offers so-
cial work advice and support, which includes, among other 
things, assistance in finding and maintaining housing, job 
coaching and assistance in introducing them to the job mar-
ket by facilitating their contact with the AMS employment 
agency, as well as psychosocial and medical care and recrea-
tional activities. 

The goal of all these offers is to increase the social partici-
pation opportunities of homeless people, to promote social 
inclusion and to prevent from social loneliness by creating 
spaces where those persons receive appreciation and respect, 
and where they are treated as human beings, thus enabling 
them to leave the Praterstern zone and get involved in the 
active life.

Relationship work, individual care, outreach at the Praterst-
ern in cooperation with street workers of other institutions, 
public relations, networking with other institutions such as 
hospitals, police, workers chamber, child and youth welfare 
office are just a few examples of how we try to achieve our 
goals.
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JPIC activities of the Salvatorian Fathers (SDS)
in Austria

the Salvatorians (SDS) in Austria are pursuing various 
activities that could be called “JPIC” initiatives: In Vi-

enna, all three Salvatorian branches (SDS-CDS) are jointly 
pursuing a topical issue, namely human trafficking (modern 
slavery). Inspired by the commitment of the Salvatorian sis-
ters to this topic, all three branches are now working con-
tinuously on advocacy, for example in parishes, schools, or 
through general media work. These efforts have resulted in 
two concrete initiatives: on the one hand a joint action of 
the Salvatorian branches (www.ware-mensch.at); on the oth-
er hand, the Salvatorians are co-founders of a new platform 
on the subject of “exploitation and trafficking” in Austria, 
in which more than 10 NGOs and numerous experts work 
together (www.gegenmenschenhandel.at). Thanks to our 
activities the awareness about this crime has continuously 
increased from year to year. The topic “modern slavery”  
is even a huge concern for Pope Francis. 

In addition to the day-to-day work of the mission procura 
Vienna, which has been working closely with the SDS mis-
sion procura Munich for years (www.salvatorianer-weltweit.
org), a special fundraising initiative in Vienna can be named 
at St. Michael parish: for three years now charity art auctions 
have been organized. The first three auctions, held once  
a year, each auctioning 50 works of art, raised more than 
EUR 85,000. 

This benefit always goes to two social projects of the Salva-
torians (Women’s shelter in Timisoara, Romania and edu-
cational program in Caracas, Venezuela). Also, in the up-
coming year, the Salvatorians will attract attention through 
cooperation in the field of art ...
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Solidarity with the Suffering World
Motherhouse, Rome

Rome is a cosmopolitan city, full of tourist places and attrac-
tions, but also like many other European cities, full of great 
contradictions and social gaps.

The congregation of the Sisters of the Divine Savior is in 
Rome since 1923. Illuminated by the passion of the Salva-
torian Charism inherited from Father Francis Jordan and 
Mother Mary of the Apostles, the sisters make efforts to an-
swer to the needs of the time, by doing pastoral work and 
health care.

The Motherhouse, as its name indicates, is the heart of the 
Congregation. Many sisters have lived in this place rending 
various services to the Congregation, doing studies and pre-
paring for missions in other continents.

Some of the sisters are working at the Salvator Mundi Hos-
pital as regular nurses and others as volunteers. The presence 
of the sisters brings peace to the people. Sr. Birgit Meroth 
does pastoral work by listening to the people and bringing 
them Holy Communion. 

The Mission in Sicily

Sicily is the door to entrance and transit for many immigrants 
from Asia, Africa and Middle East.  In Barcellona, there are 
two centers for accommodating children and mothers with 
young children. The sisters help in the centers to speak, to 
listen and to help the immigrants to regain trust in people 

and to learn Italian. The sisters collaborate with Salesians, 
Carmelites, San Egidio community and Red Cross for peace 
and justice and against human trafficking. They also visit 
families to give tuitions to children after their school.  Sr. 
Maryclare Hart gives English lessons to the young refugees 
at the ‘House of Ismail’. 

In the actual circum-
stances, Rome city needs 
help in attending to the 
needs of poor people. S. 
Carmelita B. Fernandez 
goes to the Sant’Egidio 
community once a week, 
to help distribute food 
for the poor people.  

Sr. G. Fathima Shirisha 
does volunteer work at 
a listening center in one 
of the Latin American parishes. She listens to the situations 
of the Latin American migrants and gives them helpful in-
formation, such as where they can eat, sleep, where these 
people can receive legal advises, psychological help, attend 
languages course, etc.

In response to the Pope’s call to the religious Congregations 
to open their houses to welcome migrants and refugees, the 
Motherhouse in coordination with the Astalli Center (Jesuit 
Refugee Service Center), gave an apartment in the last two 
years to refugee families to live for some months while they 
achieve self-sustainability.
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Sr. Mimoza Jaku, SDS

Salvatorian Mission in Albania

Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness,

for they shall be satisfied (Matthew 5: 6).
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be

 called sons of God (Matthew 5: 9).

albania is situated in the south-west of the peninsula of 
the Balkans, in front of the Adriatic Sea and – in cor-

respondence with the Otranto Channel – it faces the Ionian 
Sea. The territory of Albania is mostly mountainous. The 
northern part of the country is delimited by a massif (with 
peaks of over 2,500 meters above the sea level), which be-
longs to the Albanian Alps and culminates in the Mount 
Korab (2,764 meters above the sea level), while the southern 
part of the country faces the Ethiopian highlands.

The Albanian territory has been populated since prehistoric 
times. The very first information goes back to the Indo-Eu-
ropean invasions, when the Illyrians settled between the east 
coast of the Adriatic Sea and Pannonia, thus occupying the 
actual Albanian territory.  

Albania’s history is subdivided into several important ep-
ochs, such as: the Roman, the Medieval, and the Ottoman 
Albania; the Scanderbeg Revolution, the Venetian Albania 
(1420-1479), the Rebellion of Alì Pascià (1819-1821), the 
Congress of Berlin, the Question of the Orient, the First 
Balkan War, the London Treaty and the Declaration of In-
dependence; the Principality (1912-1924), the  Republic 
(1924-1928), and the Reign of Albania (1928-1939); the 
German and Italian occupation of Albania (1940-1943); the 
Socialist Republic of Albania (1946-1991); the Regime of 
Enver Hoxha, and that of Ramiz Alia; and finally the Post-
Communist Albania.

I expressly wanted to initiate this article by presenting Alba-
nia’s situation in the course of the centuries. As maybe clearly 
seen - in the past, Albania had to suffer many threats and 
oppressions by the various dominating forces. In this con-
text it should be considered that Albania never obtained true 
justice, and for this reason there was a complete lack of peace 
in the country. However, the most difficult time lived by 
the country, was the long period of the Communist Regime, 
because people had no kind of freedom, such as religious 
freedom or the freedom of making any personal choice …. 
If there is no freedom, all the rest is missing!

“Eternal Life is this: to know you the One True God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (John 17: 3).

Our personal mission as Salvatorian women has exactly the 
following objective of our Charism:  ALL should know God 
and Jesus, whom He has sent, in order to live in a world of 
justice and peace. And this scope is at the heart of our minis-
try. Therefore, there are various apostolic activities, in which 
we are involved for the good of our “eagle country”.  

Above all, the objective of our mission is to help today’s 
population to discover the presence of God through justice, 
which we try to operate day after day, i.e. that ALL may have 
a good relationship with themselves, with others and, at the 
same time, with God. These three objectives are also at the 
root of justice and peace and are a sign in this important 
reality.  

Both Salvatorian communities in Albania are involved in 
the following activities: 
•	 We are struggling against the ignorance of the youth, so 

that young people may do the just choice in their lives;  
•	 We are involved in the education of young couples in 

crisis because of injustice, suffered from the civil au-
thorities, who are not only denying their rights, but also 
their obligations; 

•	 We assist and remain near families in various circum-
stances, caused by insecurity or financial difficulties, 
which often end up in lack of peace and harmony 
among couples, parents, children, brothers and sisters.

Our activities in this part of the country is very important, 
because through our way of acting and being, we are trying 
to bring some hope and love to all those who suffer today 
from the lack of justice and peace. We are concretely trans-
mitting justice and peace through our normal work, which 
we try to carry out in the frame of extraordinary pastoral 
activities, as well as through encounters with the youth, with 
children and adults.
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Going with the Time ...
Lived  Solidarity of the Salvatorian Sisters in Merano

Faith (this is her real name) is a 16 or 17 years old African 
girl from Ghana. This country is known for its rich and 

unique fauna and flora, for is beautiful landscape, as well as 
for its exportation of gold and precious wood. Despite all 
this, this West-African country is extremely poor. After the 
death of her father, Faith’s mother was forced to “sell” her 
daughter, who arrived in Italy and Merano via Libya.

Change of scenery: Sr. Lia Battisti, 43 years old, is from the 
Valley of Non and made her first temporary vows last year. 
She studied Economic Sciences and got in contact with 
Faith. She visits her, takes her for a walk; and sometimes 
they are cooking together. A smile from Faith is the greatest 
gift for Lia. She says: „Thus Faith is forgetting, for a mo-
ment, her time in the camps, sexual abuse, prostitution and 
flight from her home country”. For Sr. Lia and 20 fellow 
Sisters in Merano/Obermais, this service is a normal part 
of their lived Salvatorian Charism and Activity in the spirit 
of our Founder, Fr. Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan: to be 
charitable, in solidarity with all creatures in justice, peace 
and defense of Creation.
 
The future Christ must be a Human Being  
who can be touched
This was Father Jordan’s vision, which the Salvatorian Sisters 
from Merano try to live for more than 100 years already.

Besides our engagement against human trafficking and vio-
lence against women - a battle shared by our 50 pupils in 
our boarding home - the so-called „ Armenpforte” (door for 
the poor), which constitutes a further help of the poor – 
in collaboration with the „Banco Alimentare“ (distributes 
foodstuff to the poor). About 10 to 15 needy persons from 
Merano and environment receive once a week some food-
stuff, distributed by Sr. Imelda Augscheller. The number of 
needy is continuously increasing.

For many years already, our pastoral service to the sick and 
dying in the Clinic „Martinsbrunn“ is an important apos-
tolic activity of our Sisters. Caritas in and outside the con-
vent:  the Sisters Franziska Kaserer, Paula Graber and (after 
her retirement) also Monika Mair, are continuously involved 
in these charitable services without being paid for. They are 
accompanying persons during their ultimate path on earth. 

For 14 years, Sr. Imelda Augscheller administered ‘Haus 
Emmaus’ in Leifers, the very first healthcare unit for people 
with HIV/AIDS in South-Tyrol. Father Jordan did not want 
any exclusion, no, he continuously called people to follow 
his way, to know the necessities of the time, and to bring sal-
vation to ALL. Our small Salvatorian community in Merano 
tries to know and live today’s material and charismatic needs 
through smaller and nearly invisible actions. For example, 
we employed a refugee from Pakistan as a kitchen-help; a 
young autistic woman was integrated into a work activity; 
and we employed young people with handicap in our day-
care-center INTEGRA. Father Jordan said: “In our common 
home there must be enough space for ALL, because Jesus 
Christ died for ALL of us!” This was an attitude, which put 
him far ahead of his time!
 
Salvatorian Sisters in Merano
In 1912 the first Salvatorian Sisters came from Rome to 
Merano. They took over the Home Mater Salvatoris from 
their fellow brothers, who settled in Merano in 1897 already. 
Today 21 Sisters from three nations: Italy, Poland, and Swit-
zerland are living in the convent. Center of their activities re-
mains their youth-work, administration of the guest-house, 
healthcare services, teaching in public schools, pastoral ser-
vice and collaboration in the social and charitable field. 
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Sr. Klara-Maria Breher, Sr. Angela Cöppicus

“Do you go 12 or 20 km?”

this question can be heard on a Lenten morning of each 
year in the schoolyard of the Mater Salvatoris second-

ary school of the Salvatorian sisters in Kerpen-Horrem, Ger-
many. For 39 years, the students set off with their teachers. 
In the so-called “hunger march” they show solidarity with 
the poorest people in the world. The children can choose 
between a distance of 12 or 20 kilometers. At the 25th, 30th 
and 35th march, Cologne was the destination. The highlight 
of the event was a church service in Cologne Cathedral.

Before the actual march, every child in his family, friends, 
neighbors and acquaintances looks for sponsors. They agree 
to donate a small amount of money for the selected projects 
per running kilometer of the child. This money supports 
various global projects every year.

Each year, the students “hike” a total of between 40,000 and 
50,000 euros. Nearly 1.7 million euros in these years - an 
unimaginable sum, which shows that many small steps can 
make the world a bit better.

As part of the lessons, the students choose which projects the 
money collected will be used for. A Misereor project as part 
of the Lenten fast campaign is always included. Part of the 
donated money goes to Salvatorian projects, e.g. for several 
years for toddlers and young girls in Pakistan.

In Yuhannabad, a Christian town near Lahore, the Salvatori-
an sisters have set up a training center. Christian and Muslim 
girls and women learn there housekeeping. In addition, they 
are trained in various professions. The big goal is self-em-
ployment and recognition – “strong women for Pakistan”. 

This already starts with toddlers. In kindergarten and day-
care, they receive pre-school education – and their mothers 
can focus on learning. Currently, about 200 children, girls 
and young women come to the education center every day. 
The money collected from the students is an enormous help 
to this institution.

Again and again letters of thanks, photos and reports from 
the recipient countries reach the school. These shows how 
the funds are used. This motivates the students anew each 
year to set themselves up and to invite people to donate for 
their walk. The students were especially happy about the 
visit of Sister Sebasteen Alexander, SDS who also attended 
the secondary school as part of a trip to Germany. She could 
report from her own view of Pakistan.

here are some quotes from students after the race:
“I think it’s great that you can help other people with the 
money you’ve raised. It’s nice that there are people who want 
to help the poor people.”

“I loved the hunger march because we help people who have 
no money. We use this money to help people in other coun-
tries and to give them a chance. I liked that very much. I 
think with this money we have collected, we are getting a 
little bit further year by year and we gave everything for it.”

“The last meters to the school were the hardest. I thought, 
when I arrive, I would die. But I made it!”

“I hope I save a life with the money. That would really make 
me infinitely happy.”

„Our legs hurt on the last kilometers, but after we arrived, 
we were happy that we went 20 km. It was a good day.”

Sr. Uta Dienstuhl helps a girl.
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Solidarity with people in Germany

Even in our progressive and wealthy country of Germany, the gap between 
poverty and wealth is increasingly growing. About 20 years ago, the initiative 
“Tafel” was established in our country.

The name “Tafel” is legally protected in Germany as a registered trademark and 
is used for charitable aid organizations. The “tables” have been active in Germa-
ny since 1993 and have made it their mission to provide the needy people with 
food. The food can either be distributed free of charge or acquired for a small 
fee. The guiding principle is crucial: “In Germany, there is enough food for all”.

The “tables” work independently, they are not dependent on any political par-
ties or on denominations. The “Tafel” help all people who need help. In various 
places, our sisters help to care for needy people. In Horrem, a part of our prop-
erty was provided for erecting the necessary building for the “Tafel”. Due to 
the influx of refugees to Europe with the main aim of Germany from 2014/15 
onwards, the demand for the “Tafel” exploded.

Equally great has been and still is the need for clothing. Clothes stores collect 
used clothing and pass it on to the needy.

Some of our sisters and of the Salvatorian laity help children and adults with 
learning German and/or provide interpreting services and accompany in differ-
ent contexts (offices, hospitals, schools).

Lord, make us instruments of PEACE & JUSTICE !
froM thE holy lANd rEgIoN

JPic took birth in Holy Land in 2011. The pio-
neer of this responsibility was Sr. Deyanira, 

who really worked hard to lay a good foundation in the 
hearts of the students.  She was assisted by Ms. Lucy a com-
mitted lay Salvatorian and staff in our school. The admin-
istrative team of the school of course is a back bone to our 
apostolate. After Sr. Deya’s returning to her home land the 
project was continued though not officially. In 2018 Sr. Su-
neela is officially appointed to work with the new team in 
the school. Ms. Lucy continues and Ms. Lubna a counselor 
for the lower section school kids joined the team. 

We as a team held meetings together with the primary 
school director Mr. Daoud and brought out a yearly plan 
for the students. From Grades 3 to 6 we selected students 
who are interested and willing to commit themselves for the 
cause of JPIC. Each class has three sections and so we chose 
4-5 students from each section. Now we have a group of 

55 students. The official inauguration took place on 26th 
January, for which Sr. Mirjam our Regional Superior was the 
chief guest and Mr. Dauod the director of Primary school 
was present. We began the inauguration by lighting the lamp 
with representatives accompanied by a song Lord make us 
Instrument… sung in Arabic. Thereafter Sr. Mirjam and 
Mr. Daoud encouraged students and the team with their 
motivational speeches. At the end of the program we distrib-
uted a token of appreciation to all which we re-created out 
of waste materials.    

Goal
The main aim of JPIC in our school is to offer opportunities 
to build right relationships; with God, with Self, with oth-
ers and with Creation.  To equip children with positive atti-
tudes, right values, knowledge and skills necessary to rethink 
and change unsafe current patterns of life. And enhance En-
vironmental education which plays an important and critical 
role in today’s world.

Sr. Waltraud Mahle – collecting 
food for the poor.

Sr. Gertrud D. – 
private tutoring
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Objectives
Sessions are held for students according to the class, once a 
week. During the session we arrange the following pro-
grams and work-shops. Create new items out of waste 
materials etc.
•	 To introduce to them the meaning and responsibility 

of JPIC
•	 To familiarize them with prayer life and Bible
•	 To arrange awareness programs regarding environmen-

tal crisis through power points. Exposure programs in 
nature parks

•	 To show them short movies to open their eyes to the 
realities of the world. Visit to the home for the elderly 
and special schools

•	 To equip them to keep their environments clean 
by placing reminders; to switch off the lights if not 
needed, close the unnecessarily running taps, not to 
throw food, to separate plastic and paper act. 

•	 To teach them to create wealth out of waste materials
•	 To imbibe in them the attitude of forgiveness in order 

to build right relationships
•	 To value and respect each other in spite of differences 

through group activities

Significance and benefit
The project of JPIC is supported by school and Region. 
This is very significant project because; in today’s world 
young generation is growing into a world where social 
injustice, ill health and environmental damage are major 
realities. In addition children spend most of their time with 
electric gadgets and less with the people. We are all in a 
very paradoxical environment that penetrates most areas of 
culture. It is utmost important to raise awareness among 
young generation regarding environmental education. Re-
specting and loving each other with all the differences. We 
arrange weekly programs according to the class. 

The activities conducted are an eye opener to the stu-
dents. Now a day’s the young generation is growing with 
an attitude of individuality and relate to others with use 
and throw mentality. The programs held in the school 
mold them in to persons of generosity and sensitive to the 

needs of the other.  They learn to share what they have and 
mostly become happy individuals. Children do get moral 
support from teachers in the school and from parents at 
home to imbibe right values. When children learn how to 
save environment they become instruments to educate even 
their own friends and parents. 
Since most of the academic learning of children is taking 
place in fixed structures, exposure programs enhance the 
students to create a more positive attitude and increase 
their view of point on conservational behavior and attitude 
towards the environment. 

With the above work-shops children take responsibilities at 
the school willingly. They volunteer themselves for vari-
ous chores. The tasks are distributed according to the class 
supervised by the team. 

Responsibilities
•	 Providing in each class separate cardboard boxes for 

paper and plastic
•	 Closing the unnecessarily running taps
•	 Reminding the students not to throw waste on the 

floor
•	 Switching off the lights if not needed
•	 Not to waste water and other things in the wash rooms
•	 Collecting waste batteries
•	 Collecting waste plastic bottles and other items to cre-

ate something new 

New Projects
•	 Maintaining a garden at the school
•	 Spreading awareness of JPIC through regular “flash 

mob” at break times
•	 Visiting nearby  poor, lonely, sick  and elderly people
•	 Collecting unused toys from students and gifting them 

to special school kids
•	 JPIC awareness programs for LKG, classes 1 and 2.
•	 Involving parents for certain work-shops
•	 Once a month, on Saturday common program for all 

the JPIC students
•	 Involving high school students for volunteer works on 

Saturdays.
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OUR FATHER OF SOLIDARITY  
WITH THE SUFFERING PEOPLE

OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN
In the heart full of pain of every human being, in the personal 
history of migrants, survivors of human trafficking, and all those 
whose fundamental rights have been violated. They seek to re-
cover their dignity of your real children.

HALLOWED BE THY NAME
In the commitment of so many life defenders, who offer their 
work in favor of human rights and dream of a more fraternal, 
human and just world. Your name is sanctified in those men 
and women who make the effort to ensure that governments 
commit themselves to the urgent need to welcome, to care for 
and to protect all living creatures.

THY KINGDOM COME
Of freedom, justice and equality for your children everywhere 
in the world. Your kingdom that grows and grows as a small 
seed in the actions that gives dignity to human life. Your king-
dom that makes us happy, when we commit ourselves gener-
ously with those who are looking for an opportunity to live in a 
more dignified manner. Your kingdom that makes us a family, 
brotherhood, sisterhood, community where being inter-cultural 
is expressed.

THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN
May life be respected, appreciated and recognized as the work 
of your hands, because you have remembered us that your 
coming has been for us to have life and abundant life, you look 
for that we may have bread in abundance for all as an expres-
sion of universal brotherhood. Your desire of freedom, happi-
ness, peace, harmony, forgiveness, reconciliation and love in 
the hearts of your children.

GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD
To satiate the hunger that is transformed into desire to be dis-
tributed and shared in attitude of solidarity with those who suf-
fer because of the bread shared in an unjust way. Give us the 
bread of your Word to strengthen the decision of following you 
and to recognize you always alive in the suffering faces of our 
brothers. Give us bowels of mercy in order to be able to be 
together with the most weak, vulnerable and disadvantaged of 
the society.

AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES
Father help us to get out of our selfishness and to become peo-
ple who relativize small offenses, in this way we will bring peace 
and manage reconciliation. Grant us the grace to accept, to un-
derstand the fragility and weakness of our neighbor in order to 
heal and to care for the deep wounds which enslave and obsta-
cle men and women to be happy. Forgive us our complicity in 
allowing socially to exploit, to mistreat and to violate rights, the 
innocence and the happiness of children in the world.

AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION
To feel satisfied when there are so many brothers and sisters 
who die of hunger and of thirst for justice. To accept misleading 
offers that dehumanize and kill the dreams of men, women and 
children. To seek an easy life and to fall into networks that traffic 
with human life. To forget you and your project of the kingdom 
for the world.

BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL
The complicity in silence, the indifference and to forget the suf-
fering faces of our kidnapped brothers, migrants and injured be-
cause of human trafficking. To keep distant from those projects 
that work to promote life on the planet.
Deliver us from selfishness, to believe to be self-sufficient, and 
to be men and women being bound to goodness, love and for-
giveness that comes from you and claims humanity. AMEN

FOR THE VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Beloved Divine Savior: help me to be willing and to 
 accept with love your attitudes 

and to recognize your constant invitations 
in the cries of the suffering world for human trafficking.
Give me the courage to be the free hands and the heart 

full of pain of men and women being enslaved.
Give me feet being ready to walk the paths of justice

and the wisdom in favor of threatened life.
May i with my life and action bring your light

to those who live in the darkness of slavery.
May this journey liberate our brothers

and may they recognize the loving presence of your 
Mother, the virgin Mary.

for you who lives and reigns with the father and the 
holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen.

ANNUAL SALVATORIAN CALENDAR
“Praying in SoliDarity”

for our PerSonaL & coMunitarian Prayer

January 1st: World day of peace 

February 8th: victims of Human Trafficking 

March 8th: for the Women and their rights 

April: For children victims of exploitation  
and forced labor 

May: Respect of Human rights 

June 5th:Integrity of creation, environment, ecology 

June 20th: migrants and refugees 

July: Evangelizers in difficult places 

August: 6th of 1945, explosion of the first nuclear 
bomb in Hiroshima. For what never more the 
humanity use atomic and nuclear bombs. 

September: 5th and 8th Salvatorian feasts 

November 1st: Sisters and brothers who died 
 in our Salvatorian Family!  

November 25th: against violence toward women  
and remembering the martyrs 

December: Prayer for Salvatorian Family 



Love and serve God 

with all your might. 

He is Most High and All Holy.

In Him alone 

you will find true peace.

(Spiritual Diary of Fr. Jordan 
I / 125/2)

Be apostolic among 

your fellow sisters 

and you will certainly be so 

among others.

(Mother Mary)


